
AAEC 4730: 

THE WORLD FOOD 
ECONOMY

Ellen McCullough

emccullough@UGA.edu

Intro Lecture



What’s it to you? Do you…

• Eat?

• Wear clothes?

• Grow crops or raise livestock?

• Cash a paycheck from agriculture?

• Reap other benefits?

• Bear any costs?



The World Food Economy supplies…



The World Food Economy nourishes…



The World Food Economy employs…



The World Food Economy is steward…



We grow more and more per acre, 
thanks to technology and inputs…



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Population Growth



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Income growth 
and changing diets



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Climate Change



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Resource Limits



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat… Persistence of 

Hunger



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Obesity epidemic



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Pollution



But our ability to keep pace is 
under threat…

Supporting 
livelihoods



Let’s apply economics!

• Understand this complex set of systems

• Understand how they are influenced by policies, 
technological change, and other interventions 



The World Food Economy: GOALS

1. Content
Understand the world food economy's structural features, and 
how they affect food prices, trade, economic growth, poverty, 
and hunger.

2. Methods
Develop analytical tools to quantitatively predict the 
relationship between the world food economy’s drivers and 
outcomes.

3. Career development
Learn how to break down large, complex issues into analytically 
tractable problems, and to solve them in a group setting.



Course Structure

Two parts:

1. Structural features: the economics of food production 
and consumption, trade, and environmental impacts

2. Food and agricultural policy: how policy shapes prices, 
trade, food security, and other outcomes 



Your Instructor – Prof Ellen McCullough

Your TA – Imani Matos

My experience with the “World Food Economy”: 
- Took the class as a college senior!
- Cattle ranching background (5 generations)
- Worked with the UN Food & Agriculture 

Organization and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

- PhD in Applied Economics
- Field work in Ethiopia, India, Bhutan, Kenya, Mexico, 

Tanzania, and Uganda



You?



Course Logistics
• T/Th 11:10pm-12:25pm 

• 3 exams (2 midterms + final)

• Grading:
• Midterm 1 15%
• Midterm 2 15%
• Final exam 20%
• Group exercise (two presentations and paper) 20%
• Homework assignments 15%
• Engagement during lecture 15%
• “Participation” bonus

• Course website(s): 
• eLC (for assignment submission, announcement emails)
• Acadly (for streaming lectures and interactive engagement)



Course Materials
• Readings, assigned to topics (see syllabus) 

Part I: Structural Issues of the World Food Economy 

 

1. Introduction  

a. Course Syllabus [on eLC] 

 

2. Framework for Analysis 

a. Per Pinstrup-Andersen and Derrill Watson II, “Food Policy,” Chapter 1 in Food Policy for 

Developing Countries: The Role of Government in Global, National, and Local Food 

Systems, 2008. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, pp. 1-25. [see eLC] 

 

3. Consumption 1 

a. National Geographic. (2011). What the World Eats.  

b. Hidden Brain. (2020). The bomb that didn’t explode: Why our fears about population 

growth didn’t come true. March 9, 2020. [this is a podcast – 36 min long, you can listen 

or read the transcript] 

 

4. Consumption 2 

a. Wesley Seitz, Gerald Nelson, and Harold Halcrow. (2002). “Economics of Demand.” 

Chapter 2 in: Economics of Resources, Agriculture, and Food. Boston: McGraw Hill, pp. 

23-47. [see eLC] 

 

5. Production 1 

a. Douglas Southgate, Douglas Graham, and Luther Tweeten. (2010). “The Supply Side: 

Agricultural Production and Its Determinants” Chapter 3 in: The World Food Economy, 

2nd edition. John Wiley & Sons, pp. 49-87. [see eLC] 



Readings

• Complete topic readings before class!!!

• How to access readings via URL:
• Download the reading list from ELC (it is in the syllabus 

document). 

[Hyperlinks may not work directly from eLC, may need 
to download the document first]

• Some of the links (e.g. journal 
articles) require authorization 
through the UGA library to 
access. 

[In order to access these links 
off campus, see instructions on 
the reading list]



In Class Engagement
• I use Acadly for polls, quizzes, discussions, and lecture 

streaming.

• Content that is fair game for quizzes:
 Any course policies listed in the syllabus (including footnotes)

 The reading assigned for each day’s lecture topic (if the reading 
assignment dates change because of a schedule issue, I’ll announce 
it in class at least one lecture in advance)

 Reinforcing a message from that day’s lecture

 Practice applying a concept I have taught

• The point of quizzes is to give you clear incentive to engage 
with course content in real time. I will not give you “gotcha” 
questions or require you to memorize readings. Often you 
receive full points just for participating. I use this rule of 
thumb to write quizzes: if you did the reading or paid 
attention in lecture, you should know the answer.



Tips for Engagement
• Read before class!

• Show up! (even if it’s virtually)

• Participate in learning activities!

• Be prepared to unmute & share video at all times 
(I reserve the right to call on you) 

• Contribute to others’ 
learning!

• No (extra) screens!!!!! 
(you are not as good at
multi-tasking as you 
think)



Attendance
• Regular attendance is expected. I do not “take attendance” for 

part of your grade (you are adults). Instead, I design an incentive 
structure that encourages attendance. 

• To give you flexibility:
• Your engagement score excludes your lowest performing 7 lectures 

(your grade for these days will be dropped). If you miss 10 lectures, 
e.g., then you will get at least 3 zeros in your engagement grade. 

• Excused absences:
• If you have more excused absences than 25% of classes, then please 

notify me in writing in advance. Otherwise, you don’t need to let me 
know about absences.

• If you have technical issues with engagement on any platform, 
please email Imani.

• I frequently make announcements during class. It is not my 
responsibility to make sure you are aware of these 
announcements. It is your responsibility to keep up with class 
content including announcements. If you have questions, please 
check with other students. 



Communications
• Please join my office hours (zoom link is on syllabus, in Acadly and on eLC)

• Please follow basic professional standards when emailing me or Imani!

• Please do not send am email asking me to let you know about anything 
important you may have missed because you didn’t attend lecture.

https://medium.com/@lportwoodstacer/how-to-email-your-professor-without-being-annoying-af-cf64ae0e4087

11 Elements of an Effective, Non-Annoying Email
Here’s a template you can follow in constructing your email to a 
professor. 

Dear [1] Professor [2] Last-Name [3],
This is a line that recognizes our common humanity [4].
I’m in your Class Name, Section Number that meets on This Day [5]. 
This is the question I have or the help I need [6]. I’ve looked in the 
syllabus and at my notes from class and online and I asked someone 
else from the class [7], and I think This Is The Answer [8], but I’m still 
not sure. This is the action I would like you to take [9].
Signing off with a Thank You is always a good idea [10],
Favorite Student [11]



Homework Assignments

• 6 homework assignments, following a problem set 
format

• Homework = practice midterms!!!

• Please print and fill out the assignment rather than 
writing down the answers on separate paper

• Or you can fill in a soft copy word doc or pdf

• Due date/time is on the assignment. For every hour 
you are late, I will subtract 10 points.

• Please submit via eLC. 
• Only one single pdf file with high quality scan and pages 

in correct order / orientation will be accepted! 



Final Project

• A core part of the course, designed to help you 
apply content and analytical skills to a real issue in 
the World Food Economy.

• Working in groups of 3 (max), provide a written and 
oral recommendation in response to a policy 
prompt.

• We will discuss this regularly in class, and your 
group will meet regularly with your TA to make sure 
you’re on track.



Final Project is meant to embody 
learning goals:
• Apply your content knowledge of the World Food 

Economy’s structural features.

• Solidify your analytical skills by applying them to a real 
world topic and forming a recommendation.

• Mimic a real world work setting!

Advice:

- Start early!

- Use your TA!

- Ask questions!



Academic integrity

• I strictly enforce UGA’s code of academic integrity

• It is a violation of course policy to seek answers to 
any course assignment via Chegg (or similar 
platform) or to post any course assignments on 
Chegg. My course content is entirely original and 
protected via copyright. You will be disciplined and 
remove from Chegg if you post content in violation 
of copyright protections.

• It is a violation of course policy to seek or to give  
unauthorized assistance on any assignment (Acadly
quizzes, midterms, final exam) 


